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Administration on 

Developmental Disabilities

Programs authorized by 

the Developmental 

Disabilities Assistance and 

Bill of Rights Act of 2000 



Administration on Developmental 

Disabilities’ Mission

“…to assure that individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families participate in the 
design of, and have access to, needed 
community services, individualized supports, 
and other forms of assistance that promote self-
determination, independence, productivity, and 
integration and inclusion in all facets of 
community life, through culturally competent 
programs…”



… including ALL Early 

Childhood opportunities!

 Child care

 Home-based, family environments

 Head Start

 Pre-K

 Natural environments and least  

restrictive environments



ADD Grant Programs

 State Developmental Disabilities Councils

 Protection and Advocacy Agencies

 University Centers on Excellence in 

Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs)

 Projects of National Significance  

 Help America Vote 



State Developmental Disabilities 

Councils (DD Councils)

 55 Governor-appointed DD Councils

 Identify the most relevant challenges 
and opportunities for people with DD and 
their families 

 Work to address issues through systems change 
and capacity building efforts that promote 
self-determination, integration and inclusion 

 Specific activities: training, coalition 
development and citizen participation, educating 
policymakers, advocacy, and demonstrating 
innovation in services and supports.



Protection and Advocacy 

Agencies (P&As)

 57 Governor-designated agencies

 Provide legal, advocacy and support services to 
individuals with disabilities, including information 
and referral 

 Investigation of complaints of violation of rights, 
work to resolve complaints through mediation 
and alternative dispute resolution

 When necessary, pursue litigation on behalf of 
people with disabilities



University Centers for Excellence in 

Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs)

 68 UCEDDS

 Implement four core activities:

• provide interdisciplinary training

• community service (e.g., training, technical 

assistance, exemplary services)

• cutting edge research

• disseminate findings and other information



Projects of National Significance

 Projects addressing emerging issues and 
innovative demonstrations that create 
opportunities for individuals with developmental 
disabilities to directly and fully contribute to, and 
participate in, all facets of community life, and

 Projects that support the development of policies 
that reinforce and promote the self-
determination, independence, integration and 
inclusion of individuals with developmental 
disabilities. 



ADD Current Activities

 Family Support

 Youth Leadership development

 Post-secondary education supports

 Self-determination projects

 Emergency preparedness planning projects

 Assets for Independence

 Early Childhood initiatives

 HHS/HUD Housing initiative

 Implementation of the Affordable Care Act

 Community Living Initiative



ADD Current Activities and Goals

 Work closely with, and be responsive to, 
our stakeholder communities across the 
country

 Encourage our Network partners, 
grantees and stakeholders to participate 
in meaningful collaboration at all levels

 Improve our collection and use of data 
and information 

 Build ADD’s institutional capacity to 
support emerging policy issues



Young Children with Disabilities:

Federal Legislative History

 Handicapped Children’s Early Education 
Program (1968) and Head Start (1972)

 Education for All Handicapped Children Act 
(1975), reauthorized as IDEA in 1990

 1986 Part H created birth-3 (becomes current 
Part C)

 IDEA 1997 focus on access to gen ed

 ESEA 2001 outcome accountability

 IDEA 2004 alignment to ESEA and attempt to 
re-focus on outcomes instead of process



Children with Disabilities: 

Legal requirements for inclusion

 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

 Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act

 Americans with Disabilities Act

 Head Start



EI/ECSE services: 

30 years of great work, but…

 inclusive opportunities for young children 

with disabilities are often not systematic, 

comprehensive or necessarily of high 

quality

 vision of universal early care and education 

programs to accommodate all children’s 

needs through a highly qualified workforce 

is still a dream



Inclusion: Are we there yet?

 Regular early 

childhood program at 

least 80% of time:

Age 3: 17%

Age 4: 32%

Age 5: 51%

 Separate class for 

children with 

disabilities:

Age 3: 34%

Age 4: 41%

Age 5: 25%



Inclusion Challenges

 “The challenges inherent in this struggle (to implement 
LRE) have been identified to include a lack of personnel 
skills, administrative structures, research based practice, 
support systems, fiscal resources, and accountability.  
Issues such as attitudes, competing values, motivation, 
and empowerment have also been blamed as creating 
major barriers to inclusion.” 

-- Mary Beth Bruder, University of Connecticut

Bailey, McWilliam, Buysse, & Wesley, 1998; Bricker, 1986; Bricker, 1995; 
Bricker, 2000; Odom, 2000; Odom, McLean, Johnson, & LaMontagne, 
1995; Soodak et al., 2002; Turnbull & Turnbull, 2000



Current Challenges

 States meeting fiscal challenges by establishing 
more restrictive Part C eligibility criteria – or 
threatening to pull out 

 Reduced collaboration and cooperation across 
systems as programs “hunker down” 

 Lack of cohesive family support and unmet 
parent training needs

 Growing populations of children with autism 
spectrum disorders driving some services that 
are being designed in isolation



Current Challenges

 Personnel shortages overall, and particularly, shortages 
of appropriately trained early childhood personnel  

 Need for competency based interdisciplinary pre-service 
and continuing education/in-service training programs 
specific to infants, toddlers and young children

 Conflicting and confusing personnel certification 
requirements across states

 Lack of evidence-based interventions being delivered 
consistently to infants, toddlers and young children and 
their families



Opportunities
 Strong Administration commitment to quality 

early childhood learning across environments

 Interdepartmental Liaison

 Home Visiting Legislation

 Workforce/Professional Development Initiatives

 QRIS

 New vehicles for collaboration

 Community Living Initiative

 Affordable Care Act

 Expanding Opportunities Initiative



Expanding Opportunities 

Collaboration Initiative

 Child Care Bureau (National Child Care 

Information and Technical Assistance Center)

 Office of Head Start (Head Start Collaboration 

Projects)

 Administration on Developmental Disabilities 

(UCEDDs)

 Office of Special Education Programs (National 

Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center 

and Regional Resource Center Program)



Expanding Opportunities 

Collaboration Initiative

 Opportunity to learn about research findings, models and 
resources related to inclusive policy, professional 
development and practice for early care and education

 Develop strategic plan to address identified needs, 
improve coordination, support /enhance existing efforts

 State teams include: State Child Care Director; Head 
Start State Collaboration Office Director; State Section 
619 Preschool Coordinator and/or Part C Coordinator; 
University Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities Director

 20 states have participated to date



UCEDD Leadership History

 Interdisciplinary teams for assessment and 

intervention

 Systemic and effective interventions in 

natural and inclusionary environments

 Assistive technology

 Partnership with families



Need for UCEDD Leadership

 Participate in all state task forces and initiatives 

on early childhood

 Use the challenges as opportunities: ie, ASD

 Demonstrate collaboration at the state level in 

the design and operation of coordinated 

interagency models of care 

 Put families at the center of all service planning 

and services



Thank you!


